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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunateiy much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus folitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avcid the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdem of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





‘“‘What Can We Do?’ 


When untrained women applied for jobs in his Washington de- 
partment store, Julius Garfinkel was deeply troubled, for their need to 
earn was often sudden and urgent. Yet they had no marketable skills. 
And so this wealthy bachelor merchant left his entire fortune to the 
Y.W.C.A. of the District of Columbia — to be used to found and operate 
a home and school to be named in honor of his mother Hannah Harrison 
—a school where “worthy women, under the necessity of earning their 
own livelihoods may be taught . . . useful occupations . . . and, while 
fitting themselves for such occupations, may have the comforts of a good 





home, healthful meals and requisite 


He felt that he owed his success 
to women — his mother, his cus- 
tomers, his employees — hence he 
wanted his wealth to benefit wom- 
en. The Hannah Harrison School, 
located on seven acres in suburban 
Washington, provides free tuition 
and training, in beautiful surround- 
ings, to women who need “a second 
chance” in life. The average age of 
students is 40, although any wom- 
an between 18 and 55 may apply. 
The courses usually run for one 
year, and provide training in Insti- 
tutional Housekeeping and Foods, 
Practical Nursing and other fields. 
Financial need is a requirement, 
though applicants do not have to 
be entirely without funds, so long 
as any income they receive is in- 
sufficient to make them self-sup- 
porting. For information, write 
Hannah Harrison School, 4470° 
MacArthur Blvd. N.W., Washing- 
ton 7, D.C. 

This idea can be adapted on a 
modest scale in your own commu- 
nity by a church or civic group or 
an interchurch women’s organiza- 
tion. Since most church school fa- 
cilities are used only a small part 
of the week, training classes can be 
centered there to qualify women for 
jobs for which there is a specific 
local need, and a placement bureau 
can help connect the women with 
the work. 

For instance, in most communi- 
ties there is a steady need for cater- 
ing (cakes and sandwiches for par- 
ties; company dinners, teas or 
luncheons; casseroles and other hot 
dishes to be picked up for family 
meals). A church group can often 
serve aS a women’s exchange — 
training or directing those who 
need to earn and providing a cen- 


medical attention.” 


ter for those who wish to avail 
themselves of this service. 


“Home Temporaries” 

Another steady need is for de- 
pendable women to take over the 
home while parents are on a trip 
or while the mother is ill. Such jobs 
as “Home Temporaries” are very 
remunerative for responsible wom- 
en. Here again, a women’s organi- 
zation can help set up standards, 
train women in up-to-date proce- 
dures and serve as a clearing house 
for jobs. 

Guidance counseling is also a 
useful service that a women’s group 
can provide for older women in 
need of work . . . information on 
the type of jobs available, the train- 
ing required and where it can be 
obtained, advice on the work for 
which each person is best suited. 


Boom or Bust 


The old question of Boom or 
Bust once more haunts the Ameri- 
can investment and business world. 
After 16 months of recession in 
which unemployment rolls reached 
5,400,000 and many small busi- 
nesses went broke, the stock mar- 
ket suddenly took off and has re- 
covered all losses of the recession, 
plus some gains above the record. 
Market experts seem unanimous in 
the feeling that the market was 
spurred by two factors: (1) Ken- 
nedy’s election means increased 
government spending, hence more 
inflation, and conservative investors 
want to protect their money by 
getting back into industrial stocks. 
(2) Kennedy’s financial policy will 
not be extreme, thus business will 
not be hurt and prosperity will 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


ITH MAN’S FIRST STEPS INTO SPACE, a new era of experience 

opens to us which will overshadow all else. The international quar- 
rels, the bitter rivalries that divide men become woefully out of date. While 
traditional political forces still encompass the work and outreach of science, 
it is well known that scientists on both sides of the Iron Curtain feel deep 
kinship for each other in the common search for truth and are impatient 
of the political curbs that surround and hamper them. 


When this era passes, the next generation will likely be so absorbed 
in the wonder and the potentialities of the universe, that political divisions, 
racial and national barriers will be brushed aside with the disdain and in- 
difference we now have for astrology, alchemy and witchcraft. The task 
of enlightened men now is to restrain the persistent tribalisms, the racial 
and national fanaticisms, so that man will not destroy himself before he 
can emerge into this greater fullfillment. 


REVOLUTION IN WASHINGTON 


HE changes taking place in Washington official life are so widespread 

and are moving at such a pace as to transform the whole image of 
America. The situation is complex but needs to be understood if we are 
to support those moves and forces which will promote peace and under- 
standing. 

GONE IS THE ERA of government by slow-moving agencies, 
bureaus, commissions and committees, with a “father image” at the 
top, surrounded by old cronies and political favorites — which largely 
characterized the Eisenhower, Truman and Roosevelt eras. Today, 
teams of experts, chosen not because of party affiliation or friendship, 
but because of knowledge, experience and ability, constitute the most im- 
portant forces in government. These teams are moving through every 
department, ruthlessly appraising and re-evaluating, making the changes 
required by the facts and needs of an atomic age. President Kennedy is at 
the center of these decisions but the procedures are new and will soon be 
stirring up tremendous reactions. 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT is being thoroughly overhauled. 
Men of experience and dedication are reshaping our foreign policy in the 
areas of their specialized knowledge with instructions to do the job as it 
needs to be done, to do what’s best for the country, and not what the 
Pentagon wants, or what Standard Oil, Gulf or Shell would prefer. “Do 
this and we'll protect you against hatchet attacks from Congress, the 
press or wherever,” pledges the White House. This is a reversal of the 
weaseling days when Sen. McCarthy slaughtered the careers of some of 
our most capable diplomats, simply because they had studied the Com- 
munist techniques closely and warned that the Reds had something to 
give the. world, if we did not offer it something better. 

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF WORLD WAR II, the military 
have been the masters of our foreign policy, the State Dept. merely as- 
senting to the requirements of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. After the war the 
diplomats were hemmed in by colonels, generals and admirals who were 
fresh from the battlefields and spoke out with valor and ignorance on 
sensitive foreign problems. President Kennedy has cut the lines completely 
between the State Dept. and the Pentagon. “We cannot regard foreign 
policy as something left over after the defense policy has been set by the 
Chiefs of Staff. Their business is to manage the military establishments, 
train men in the use of modern weapons and support the policies pro- 
moted by trained, devoted diplomats,” instructs the President. 

GENERALS AND ADMIRALS will no longer decide which 
weapons this country will use to deter Soviet expansion, since weapons 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


have become so all powerful. Heretofore the Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
decided and given the go-ahead on the industrial designing and production 
of weapons; they decided who got the contracts and where the weapons 
were sent and how they were fitted into foreign policy. Heretofore these 
debates have been settled in the midst of the most bitter rivalry between 
the Navy, Air Force and the Army. Untold billions have been wasted by 
this inefficient archaic method. 

THE MASSIVE INVOLVEMENT of American industry in mili- 
tary production is, of course, tied closely to these decisions, even in mat- 
ters of strategy. About $300 billions have been spent for weapons systems 
since 1954; of this over 70 per cent has gone to less than 100 top com- 
panies. Since changes in strategy affect industrialists’ plans and profits, the 
interrelationship between these industries and the arms services has been 
deeper and fiercer than most Americans realize. The military chiefs fought 
over who got which weapon, and industry had a lot to say about how the 
weapons were used, which in itself dictates military policy. Presidents 
Truman and Eisenhower both tried to alter these relationships and were 
brushed aside in the most high handed manner. It was this experience, 
no doubt, that caused President Eisenhower in his Farewell Address to 
say that “This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a 
large arms industry is new in American experience” and could become 
“a potential danger in the disastrous rise of misplaced power under a 
technological-military elite.” Kennedy decided to attempt this change 
quietly and without propaganda or publicity or Congressional action. Will 
he succeed? 

PRE-EMPTIVE WAR IS OUT 


NEW impasse in the weapons race makes these changes especially 

appropriate now. For generations belligerent powers have tried to 
keep pace with each other in the development of various weapons. But 
today the arms race has literally gone off into space with neither the U.S. 
nor Russia able to gain a decisive advantage. While military leaders will 
not acknowledge this emphasis and would continue their striving to gain 
a weapons lead over their potential enemy, weapons scientists freely dis- 
cuss the fact that the weapons race is now largely psychological and philo- 
sophical, each nation knowing it can only survive a nuclear war in a frag- 
mented primitive state. 


Until Kennedy reached the White House the military extremists 
were arguing for the U.S. to be prepared to strike first. The argument 
they used was that, with the massive power of atomic missiles, the nation 
that strikes first would win advantages that could never be overtaken. But 
the obvious truth is that the present balance of power through terror of 
mutual suicide makes this pre-emptive or strike-first policy meaningless, 
for what does it matter who strikes first when neither nation would in the 
end survive? And the strike-first psychology, by its very nature, propels 
us ever nearer the brink where some incident would be bound to trip the 
trigger. 

THE KENNEDY STRATEGY TEAM, consisting not of military 
men or industrialists or headline-seeking political figures but of historians, 
mathematicians, physicists, economists, sociologists and political scientists, 
spoke through Kennedy on March 26 when the President stated in an 
interview telecast for BBC in London that the U.S. would not and could 
not strike first. (Since so much of our press follows the line of the military 
extremists, that we can only deal with communism in terms of war and 
violence, this significant Kennedy declaration was generally ignored.) Hav- 
ing announced boldly that we will never strike first, the Kennedy Admin- 
istration now turns to the task of creating types of weapons that would 
survive a first-strike from the Soviet, weapons so powerful that the Russians 
can be sure, if they do strike first, that we will be able to retaliate with ter- 
rifying power. 

_The force of 29 nuclear-engined Polaris submarines bearing nuclear tipped Polaris 
rockets is to be completed; 220 more Minutemen missiles in hard-to-locate, difficult-to-destroy 
underground silos are to be completed (these added to the 150 already planned.) The develop- 


ment of the Skybolt is to be enlarged, the air-borne, air-launched intercontinental missile that 
would be impossible to destroy through pre-planned target blueprints. 


THE PRESIDENT has already announced cut-backs on the Atlas 
and Titan long-range missiles and the discontinuance of the controversial 
B-70 project which has so far cost hundreds of millions, plus a general 
slow-down in all war plane production. He has ordered the dismantling of 
air bases in Arabia, Morocco, etc. So the military world recognizes the 
sincerity of the declaration that the U.S. will not strike first, for these 
are the major strike-first weapons. 

The President plans for the elimination of certain missile developments that have 
grown like Topsy largely because of the pressure from industry, labor and local communities. 
Waste in several of these instances has cost hundreds of millions of dollars where the over- 
building of easily destroyed above-ground silo missiles (Atlas, Titan) have been pushed due 
to these pressures. A cut-back has been ordered in fissionable material (plutonium) in view of 
the overflowing inventory of nuclear charges. It is estimated that, through hysterical and in- 
efficient planning, over $2 billion have been spent above requirements in the production of 
plutonium and hydrogen bombs. Economies are going to be forced on the National Guard and 
Air Nationa! Guard institutions where waste and questionable contributions to national defense 
are glaringly obvious. 
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Boom or Bust (continued) 


continue with moderate inflation. 


But what should impress every- 
one is that Wall Street officials are 
worried. Never have sO many in- 
vestors, small and large, been in the 
market. There are twice as many 
people speculating in stocks today 


as in 1956... . with over half 
of the stockholders women. This 
unprecedented growth in stock 


ownership in itself pushed up 
prices. But as the prices go higher, 
the relationship of stocks to actual 
earnings is less sound. That there 
is much danger in such a market 
is obvious and the warning bells 
are ringing loudly. Government se- 
curity officials are watching the 
market very closely because such 
a market is an open invitation to 
irresponsible promoters. Several 
shady stock deals have already cost 
some people a lot of money. 

The responsible stock market 
men welcome the investor who has 
enough wealth so that he can af- 
ford to gamble, for a millionaire 
can make another million trading 
in stocks that are priced several 
times their actual earning value — 
if the prices keep going up. But if 
the market breaks downward, the 
millionaire can cut his losses and 
watch for another favorable trend. 
The responsible investment com- 


panies worry when they fear many 
people are investing savings they 
cannot afford to lose in such a 
flighty market. For IF the market 
should break downward again, it 
could go twice as far downward as 
it did in early 1960 — when a lot 
of money was lost — and still be a 
sound market in terms of real fi- 
nancial values (if we evaluate stocks 
in terms of actual earning records.) 


So the responsible stock market 
people are inviting investors to en- 
ter the market and at the same time 
warning everyone that it is a risky 
time to invest. The winnings may 
be considerable for those who can 
afford to gamble but the danger is 
too great for those who are risking 
hard-come-by savings. 

The old rule for small investors 
still stands, say economists: Only 
invest in property or stocks you 
know thoroughly and can watch 
closely. Every city, town and ham- 
let has businesses and real estate 
where the chances to profit by in- 
vestment are sound. If you have 
surplus funds you can afford to 
gamble with — get into the market 
and hold your hat! It’s one of the 
best gamblers’ markets in U.S. fi- 
nancial history. A boom with over 
five million still unemployed is cer- 
tainly that. 


Kennedy and Political Loot 


One of President Kennedy’s quiet decisions goes deep into the 
nation’s moral consciousness. He has issued orders that no official of his 
Administration is to accept gifts worth over $25. The rest are to be turned 


over to charity. 


Were it not that most of the press is owned by wealthy conserva- 





tive GOP publishers, the previous Administration would have been lam- 
basted as one of the most scandalous on record. After Eisenhower had 
posed as a crusader against the deep-freeze, mink-coat scandals of the 
Truman era, numerous Eisenhower officials were found to have compro- 
mised their relations with the corporations and businessmen they were 
supposed to be “regulating,” by accepting gifts and favors in superabun- 
dance. And, as all this happened, the former President himself became 


the recipient of a record-breaking 
array of valuable gifts and favors 
which were poured into his Gettys- 
burg farm. Oil men financed most 
of Ike’s farm operations during the 
years he was in the White House. 
The former President saw nothing 
wrong in accepting an entire elec- 
tric kitchen worth $15,000 or more 
from the Avco Corporation, a 
$3000 putting green provided by 
another corporation, a greenhouse 
and a white marble fireplace, farm 
machinery, including a $4000 trac- 
tor, TV sets, furniture, toys for the 
Eisenhower grandchildren, _prize- 
winning stallions, bulls, heifers, 
chickens, valuable trees and shrubs, 
free landscape gardening, etc. So 
who can blame the little fellas 
down the line for trying to get 
theirs? 

President Kennedy’s inconspicu- 
ous reform of such customs — 
which are certainly in bad taste, if 


not worse — makes the air a little 
cleaner, clearer. 

Another action by Kennedy that 
will bring cries of pain (from the 
100 large corporations that get 
about 75 per cent of all defense 
contracts) is the crack-down on the 
elaborate full-page ads glamorizing 
the weapons and equipment pro- 
duced by these corporations. It is 
estimated that about $500 million 
is spent annually on such advertis- 
ing, all of which is charged to the 
American taxpayer. 

Ironically, the principal objection 
to these ads is that they are used 
by the defense contractors to win 
Congressional and public support, 
often in direct conflict with the 


best interests of military defense. 
There have been not a few in- 
stances where weapons scientists 
have argued the obsolescence of a 


missile or plane, only to have the 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


THESE CHANGES IN THE :DEFENSE PROGRAM, already 
cutting deep into the military-industrial picture, are enough to start a 
roaring counter-attack from powerful industrial and political groups, for 
it has been announced that thousands of workers will be losing their jobs 
in some of these discontinued defense projects and many communities 
will be hurt as arms factories and defense centers are demobilized. Pres- 
sure is building up in Congress along these lines. But if the President is 
worried, he doesn’t show it, nor do the hard working Presidential teams 
who are engineering these cut-backs as they shape up the new overall 
policy. Military men, from now on, are to learn how to use weapons but 
will not decide where they are placed and how they are to be exploited as 
propaganda in the cold war front, which in itself creates the image of our 
foreign policy. 

THE MILITARY CHIEFS ARE NOTABLY SILENT, whereas 
a few months ago any of these changes would have brought violent vocal 
explosions and political counter pressures on the White House. Somehow, 
the way the Kennedy teams are working have so appealed to the public 
that few have felt it safe politically to lead the counter-attack against 
the President. Perhaps his strength is derived from the fact that all of 
this is ending the continuous and enormously costly rivalry and inter- 
service warfare between the three branches of military service. With all 
major decisions being made by the President’s planning teams, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff no longer have any opportunity to make decisions relative 
to our defense policy, so there is little left for them to quarrel over. 

Even the Army, Air Force and Navy Intelligence Services are be- 
ing forced to merge. The three separate branches of our military espio- 
nage have often been at each other’s throats, their judgment frequently 
distorted by inter-service conflicts. For instance, Army Intelligence has 
always claimed that the Soviet has stronger ground strength than the Navy 
Intelligence has reported and, as we have previously pointed out, the Air 
Force Intelligence has constantly exaggerated the Soviet’s air power, ex- 
aggerations that have cost the U.S. at least $5 billion in funds wasted on 
planes that were obsolete before they were off the assembly line. 


MAKING FRIENDS VS. MAKING WAR 


HE fresh Kennedy approach has been felt in the United Nations and 

among the neutral countries — most of them neutral because they 
wanted neither to be dominated by the Communists nor to become allied 
with the West and thereby bring down upon themselves the harassment of 
retaliatory Soviet intrigue. A few months ago the rigid Dulles policy that 
“those who are not for us are against us” (a viewpoint still dominant in 
many U.S. military and political circles) was alienating an increasing num- 
ber of small countries from friendship with the West and making them 
bitterly anti-American. 


Our relations with other countries have become especially tangled 
over this on the colonial question. As a nation born of revolution, we 
have pretended sympathy for the struggle of others for independence, but 
since some of our allies continue to hold colonies — France, Belgium, 
Portugal and Britain — we have tried to dodge the issue, holding to a 
kind of neutralism of our own. Yet when newly freed nations expressed 
their appreciation for the Soviet’s never-failing support in breaking away 
from colonialism, we’ve gotten touchy and branded the leaders of these 
newly freed countries as “pro-Communists” and “stooges of Moscow.” 
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Political Loot 
(continued) 


corporation involved spend large 
sums on elaborate display ads to 
dramatize and popularize the par- 
ticular weapon in dispute as a vital 
part of our national defense! The 
Administration has directed that 
such ads be discontinued. 


U. S. Guerillas 


Another very important  in- 
novation made by President Ken- 
nedy has been the enlargement of 
the U.S. guerilla training program 
as a part of our military aid to un- 
derdeveloped countries. For many 
years the chief tactic of the Com- 
munists has been guerilla warfare 
on the frontiers of strong Commu- 
nist countries, as this Newsletter 
has frequently pointed out. Hence, 
there are ample reasons to believe 
much of the billions we have spent 
on massive weapons of destruction 
have been wasted. (Profits that can 
be made from production of gue- 
rilla weapons are miniature com- 
pared to those possible in produc- 
ing the big stuff.) 


Karl Marx taught that the Com- 
munist states would be subject to 
the repeated invasion of capitalist 
powers. This forecast was borne 
out within two years of the found- 
ing of the Bolshevik regime by the 
attempts of the British and Ameri- 
can forces to invade Russia from 
Murmansk and Archangel at the 
close of World War I, and by the 
great invasion of Russia by the 
Germans in 1941. History justifies 
the Kremlin’s belief that the pro- 
duction of massive weapons in the 
U.S. meant an eventual attack upon 
the Soviet Union. For this reason, 
every time we made threats to pro- 
duce bigger and more destructive 
weapons, the Russians felt com- 
pelled to match us. But almost all 
recognized authorities on Commu- 
nist history and Soviet affairs have 
believed that the Russians would 
never use their big weapons unless 
compelled to do so by action 
against them. In the meantime a 
great proportion of Communist 
military training and equipment has 
been diverted to the development 
of guerilla fighters and guerilla tac- 
tics. 

Now reluctant Pentagon chiefs 
and their industrial associates who 
have thought of military affairs en- 
tirely in terms of billion dollar con- 
tracts have been told that the big 
parade is over. While we have spent 
$400 billion in the last ten years on 
weaponry, military equipment and 
training for eight million men (in- 
cluding reserves), we have trained 
and equipped only 1800 men for 
the kind of war the Communists 
have always used for Communist 
conquest! The plan now is to train 
and equip adequate numbers of 


U. S. Guerillas 


(continued ) 


men and commanders for guerilla 
action and station them in training 
centers in areas lying along the 
Soviet frontiers where unstable eco- 
nomic and political conditions in- 
vite Communist thrusts. This meth- 
od will take the place of the enor- 
mously expensive military establish- 
ments built from elaborate parade- 
ground blueprints, many of which 
must now to be dismanteled. 

There is little enthusiasm for the 
guerilla army on the part of the 
arms industry and the Pentagon 
Officials. 


Medical Education 


The Federal Government will 
soon focus attention on the over- 
crowded facilities for medical edu- 
cation in the U.S. There is pressing 
need for expanded medical school 
facilities and for hundreds of addi- 
tional scholarships for worthy med- 
ical students who qualify for train- 
ing, but do not have adequate funds. 
The AMA has insisted for years that 
there is no need for this increase in 
medical training, although the U.S. 
is graduating currently the same 
number of doctors (7400) that were 
graduated 30 years ago, with our 
population almost doubled! It is es- 
timated that $200 million is needed 
for the increased medical school fa- 
cilities and scholarships. The AMA 
has raised $4 million among the doc- 
tors to meet this need, claiming 
Federal funds are not required. 

Behind this situation looms the 
fact that Russia is graduating ap- 
proximately 14,000 doctors annually 
and is preparing to send medical 
teams into many needy areas of the 
uncommitted world. The claim that 
the Soviet doctors are poorly trained 
is refuted by American medical 
scientists who have visited the Soviet 
medical schools. The Soviet system 
varies somewhat in training methods 
to meet the peculiarities of the So- 
viet social system but the end prod- 
uct in trained medical practitioners 
and surgeons is of high quality. 


Rome & Communism 


Rome is not only the center of 
the Catholic world, but it is also 
the largest Communist capital in 
the West. One out of every three 
Romans is a Communist or pro- 
Communist, and in the last elec- 
tion, the show of increased left- 
wing strength frightened the Vati- 
can. 

American newsmen in Rome re- 
port that the church is engaging in 
much soul searching over the rea- 
sons for this contradictory and em- 
barrassing situation. One reporter 
observes that they shouldn’t have 
any trouble finding the reasons, for, 
in just a short walk from the Vati- 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


In this way, we seriously mangled our relations with Nasser of Egypt and 
have muddied our relations with many others in Africa. 

WHEN PRESIDENT NKRUMAH OF GHANA, for instance, 
made a speech in the UN, criticizing the U.S. for supporting Belgium in 
tue Congo and praising Russia for aiding the colonial peoples in their 
break for freedom, he was given the cold shoulder by the U.S. delegation 
and branded as a left-wing pro-Soviet by Eisenhower spokesmen. Some of 
this thinking lingered on in Washington after Kennedy took over and, at 
first, Nkrumah’s recent visit to the U.S. was anticipated with embarrass- 
ment. 

But President Kennedy chose to regard it as an opportunity and 
accordingly invited Mr. Nkrumah to come to Washington. The two men 
got along famously. Nkrumah returned from the visit glowing with ad- 
miration and friendliness for Kennedy, which could be important to the 
future of U.S. relations with Africa. And Kennedy is making it clear to 
all that we recognize the end of the colonial era, no matter who owns 
the colonies. Portugal, France and Belgium are angry about this, and the 
President’s mission to France in May will be the first of a series of deli- 
cate negotiations with these allies concerning the acceptance of the poli- 
tical facts of the atomic age. 


ANOTHER ADMINISTRATION AIM was indicated when Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr., noted historian and special assistant to the President, ad- 
dressed the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. He boldly told the 
Air Force leaders that the U.S. is planning to seize the initiative from the 
Soviet and push for a “crash program” of nuclear disarmament. He added 
tartly that the U.S. must envision including Communist China in the in- 
ternational community and in the armaments-control mechanism. Red 
China will be producing its own atomic weapons within three to five years 
and there is no use planning for disarmament unless Red China is included. 
(Christian Science Monitor, March 23.) 

THE PRESIDENT HAS NOT TURNED SOFT ON COMMU- 
NISM as he will be accused of doing as soon as his opponents recover 
their bearings and boldness. Nor has he turned pacifist. This Newsletter 
has said a lot about the danger of self-defeating military extremism; it 
would seem that the young President and the teams he works with have 
apparently come to the same conclusion. This is evident in Kennedy’s re- 
cent pledge to the European allied leaders that the U.S. will maintain a 
firm shield of defense over Europe without trigger-happy fanaticism. He 
added the significant statement, “U.S. studies have disclosed a serious 
need for a sensitive control over arms — especially over nuclear weapons.” 
(AP, April 8.) 

So far the President has not reacted with belligerency to the con- 
tinuing Communist arms build-up in Laos — after the U.S.-British pro- 
posal for a cease-fire — as the fire-snorters in our ranks would have him 
do. The plain truth is that the Reds intend to “negotiate from a position of 
strength,” and they had quite a way to go to match the three years of U.S. 
military build-up in Laos. Sincere peace-making compels us to swallow 
this unpleasant fact. It is rarely mentioned in the U.S. press, although it 
has appeared in British publications which attempt to explain British 
patience with Communist action in Laos. The best guess is that Laos 
will have to be divided, like Korea and Vietnam, to prevent war. 


E CONTINUE TO PRAY that the same vision and courage will 

be applied to Cuba. The U. S. has created a monstrous caricature 
of itself in our relations with Cuba. With all our power, influence and 
wealth, we have let this tiny island be drawn into a bloody civil strife 
over the hunger, poverty and frustration largely spurred by the manip- 
ulation of Cuba’s resources by American capital. So far about all we have 
done is arm little Cubans to kill other little Cubans. If a bold armed in- 
vasion of Castro’s Cuba comes, we will hail it triumphantly. (And, as we 
go to press, reports of a counter-revolutionary invasion fill the air.) 

Why not something bold that is constructive and loaded with 
goodwill instead of death? Kennedy has taken the initial steps, first with 
the White Paper, recognizing the legitimate aims of the Cuban revolution, 
and then with his announcement that we will not involve ourselves mil- 
itarily in Cuba, either directly or through counter-revolution (thus re- 
pudiating the aid that has already admittedly been given in training 
counter-revolutionaries). Next, he might attempt a rapprochment to Castro. 
After all, a mature nation loses no dignity by friendly overtures to a 
small brother who has been sticking out his tongue. 

SO NOW, WHY NOT A BOLD INVITATION for Castro to 
meet Kennedy in neutral Mexico or Haiti? What about filling 1000 planes 
with agricultural technicians, engineers, medical men (all of which are 
desperately needed) — ready to fly to Cuba on 24 hours notice, as a back- 
drop for the meeting? This could be accompanied by a great radio cam- 


Rome & Communism 
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can, people are living in degrading 
slums and a mile further on many 
families are living in caves with 
few sanitation facilities. 

The Communist party machine 
in Italy seems to have weathered 
the crisis created by the Hungarian 
uprising in 1956 and is regaining 
its appeal to intellectuals and to 
Italian youth. Thousands of stu- 
dents are known to be ardent Com- 
munists, if not party members. 
Economic conditions have been ag- 
gravated by the large influx of 
Italians from Southern Italy into 
the Roman suburbs. There they add 
to the congestion already prevailing 
in ancient slum villages. 

In Southern Italy, absentee land- 
lordism continues to be a curse and 
the Roman Church is unable to 
persuade the landlords or its own 
land office (for the church owns 
many large estates) to carry out re- 
forms which were legislated long 
ago by the Italian Civil Govern- 
ment. Illiteracy and poverty in 
Southern Italy remain the worst in 
Europe. 


Radiation 


The St. Thomas Eskimo mission 
at Point Hope, Alaska, awaits with 
fear an atomic test explosion by the 
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission. 
While AEC officials have reassured 
the populations around the test 
areas that the underground blast of 
280 kilotons will have no ill effects 
biologically, the mission group, who 
live only 30 miles from the site of 
the proposed test, are deeply con- 
cerned. First the AEC has admitted 
that they cannot contain all the ra- 
diation. Moreover, the 600 Eskimos 
whom the mission serves have been 
depending for generations on hunt- 
ing and fishing. Their drinking 
water comes from the snow that 
falls and accumulates on the moun- 
tain area. They must eat the fish 
and the birds that will be affected. 
They must breathe the contami- 
nated air. 

It will be remembered that 
American atomic officials reassured 
the people of the South Pacific that 
the great tests there would not 
harm them. Yet many were harmed, 
some died of their injuries, whole 
communities had to be moved. The 
record of the attitude of those who 
supervise atomic developments is 


Radiation 
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not reassuring: After pronouncing 
what they judged to be amply safe 
amounts of radiation that can be 
absorbed without harm, they have 
been forced repeatedly to reduce 
the “safe” allowances. What is ac- 
cepted now as a “safe” amount of 
radiation exposure is but a small 
fraction of what was once consid- 
ered harmless. Are the Christian 
workers at St. Thomas mission in 
Alaska and their Eskimo parishion- 
ers and friends to become the vic- 
tims of another miscalculation in 
our march forward to unlimited 
power? 


Jazz In Russia 


One of the Soviet’s most noted 
symphonic conductors has openly 
assailed the Kremlin for suppress- 
ing jazz and modern experimental 
music as “corrupt fruits of deca- 
dent capitalism.” Leonid Utyosov 
voiced his defense of good jazz in 
an article prominently displayed in 
the Soviet press. Proposed visits by 
American jazz performers and or- 
chestras have been rejected by the 
Kremlin. Even a visit by Louis 
Armstrong, America’s king of jazz, 
was refused. Yet it is well known 
that the youth of Russia love all 
forms of modern’ experimental 
music and especially American 
jazz. 

Only a short time ago a national 
black market in jazz records, en- 
graved on old X-ray plates which 
had been pilfered out of the Soviet 
hospitals, was uncovered —to the 
consternation of the Kremlin. 
Thousands of these records had 
been sold by young entrepreneurs 
to Russian youths. The Kremlin 
was especially jolted when it was 
revealed that the promoters of the 
underground jazz blackmarket were 
the most trusted leaders of the 
Kremlin’s youth organizations! 

Utyosov holds that Russia has 
plenty of bad music which is tradi- 
tionally in line with party regula- 
tions; that jazz can be both good 
and bad music, and that the Rus- 
sian youth are entitled to share in 
the world’s experiments with new 
art forms. The maestro’s views 
would not have been aired had not 
the Russian Government been grad- 
ually yielding to popular pressure 
here as they have been forced to 
do on many other fronts. 
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paign to inform the Cubans of our intentions. There is much reason to 
believe that this would create an irresistible force for peace and disarm 
Castro. It’s still a long way from Havana to Moscow. We are still their 
neighbors. If you feel this way, why not write thus to the President? He’s 
a bold young man. There may not be much time. 
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